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derstandings to cut off the way of            to an entente cw*

di&le with Russia,

We must and can honourably maintain the alliance
with the Austro-Hungarian monarchy; it corresponds to
our interests, to the historical traditions of Germany, to
the public opinion of our people, The influences and
forces under and amid which the future policy of Vienna
must be shaped are, however, more complex than with us,
by reason of the manifold diversity of the nationalities,
the divergence of their aspirations and activities, the in-
fluence of the clergy, and the temptations to which the
Danubian countries are exposed in the Balkan and Black
Sea latitudes*

We cannot abandon Austria, but neither can we lose
sight of the possibility that the policy of Vienna may
willy-nilly abandon us. The possibilities which in such
a case remain open to us must be clearly realised and
steadily borne in mind by German statesmen before the
critical moment arrives, nor must their action be deter-
mined by prejudice or misunderstanding, but by an en-
tirely dispassionate weighing of the national interests*

It has a! ways been my endeavour to promote not merely
the security of the country against Russian attacks, but
also in Russia itself a peaceful tone, and a belief in the
unaggressive character of our policy. Nor (thanks to the

personal confidence which Czar Alexander III reposed in
me) did I ever fail so long as I remained in office to turn
the edge of the mistrust which again and again was aroused
in his mind by misrepresentations on the part both of his